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at critical control points identified within a HACCP system. Guidelines
and specifications serve to:

1.   assess suitability, including safety, of incoming ingredients (The
elimination of salmonellae from feed ingredients, particularly those of
animal origin, would greatly reduce the occurrence of these organisms in
finished pet foods, but this goal does not appear to be readily attainable
at this time [USDA, 1978].);

2.  identify acceptable ingredient suppliers;

3.   assess control effectiveness at critical control points in manufactur-
ing;

4.  determine the acceptability of a finished product.

Information Necessary for Establishment of a Criterion
if One Seems To Be Indicated

Extensive information is available regarding those feed ingredients that
may be contaminated with Salmonella (ICMSF, 1980) and therefore may
require specifications that limit this pathogen. Information is also available
on the occurrence of Salmonella in pets (Morse, 1978), and in pet foods
(D'Aoust, 1978; ICMSF, 1980; Pace et al., 1977). It is advisable for pet
food manufacturers to conduct appropriate microbiological surveillance
studies that will generate the information required for the development of
guidelines.

Where Criteria Should Be Applied

Analyses for salmonellae might be conducted on the packaged product.
Guidelines and specifications would best be applied at the plant processing
level as components of an ongoing HACCP program. Their application
at critical control points and on the finished product should assist in
minimizing the contamination of pet foods with undesirable microorgan-
isms.
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